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The Colombian government has announced plans to spend about US$6 million in a program which
will provide land to members of four former rebel groups. According to Fernando Corrales, director
of the government's National Agrarian Institute, the land grant program seeks to convince the
rebels to "take up farming and turn their backs forever on revolutionary warfare." Corrales said
the first grants will be made in March to 126 former members of the National Liberation Army
(Ejercito de Liberacion Nacional, ELN), the Revolutionary Workers Party (Partido Revolucionario
de Trabajadores, PRT), Quintin Lame and the April 19 Movement (Movimiento 19 de Abril, M- 19).
Between February 1990 and April 1991, these four groups signed peace treaties with the government
and the former rebels were pardoned of all crimes committed before that period. The initial grants
total 2,000 hectares, spread across 14 locations in the departments of Santander, Norte de Santander,
Cauca, Cordoba and Antioquia. Under the program, the Institute plans to eventually purchase
and allocate a total of about 17,000 ha. It will also offer training in the technical, administrative,
and business aspects of farming and ranching. The program, first announced in November 1992,
comes amidst a series of measures implemented by the government aimed at bringing an end the
country's 30-year internal war with rebel organizations. Late last year, the M-19 Democratic Alliance
the political party which replaced the demobilized rebel organization distanced itself from the
government in protest over President Cesar Gaviria's strategy of seeking a military, rather than
political, solution to the problems of rebel- and drug-related violence. Meanwhile, according to a
report issued by the Justice Ministry, in the 90-day period following the early November declaration
of a "state of emergency" (estado de conmocion) and the implementation of the new governmental
security policies, 124 civilians and 97 members of government security forces have been killed in
rebel or narco-violence. A total of 180 bombings have also been reported in the country's major
cities during the period. The report, released on Feb. 7, also indicated that government forces have
captured 25 rebel leaders and killed at least 10 high- level members of the Medellin drug trafficking
cartel during the same period. On Feb. 5, the government announced its decision to extend the state
of emergency for an additional 90 days. (Sources: Inter Press Service, 02/02/93, 02/05/93; United
Press International, 02/05/93; Notimex, 02/07/93)
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